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chants tacitly agreed to the limitation uf llui Stave Trade; and with this prospect in view many friends of the cause relaxed ihcir eflbrls.
Further, when the King,a decided majority both in tin-t'aliim-l and in the House of Lords, and u wavering majority in ihr Commons, were unchangeably opposed to immediate aholiiiun, whitt could a Minister do? Th<: nrdinarv eoiirwe of conduct, residua-lion, would have availed nothing. As nearly all ihr Ministerial bench disliked the proposal, no coherent t'abiiu-l could have been formed. True, a Ministry composed of I'itt, (irenville, 1'ox, Uurke, Shtrldim, ami Wilhe.vfuKv mitfhi pcvlupt have forced the measure through ihr Cuinmons (to see it fail in the Lords); but so monstrous a roaliiiun i-onld scareely have seen the Muht; certainly it could not have lived amid the- storms of the war. Besides, the first duly of a Minister alter IJKJ.-' ua« to secure for his coimlry the boon of a solid peace. Ai wr ''hall see, Ihnl was ever I'ilt's aim; ami grief nl seeing it cm elude bis ^rasp finally cost him his life, further, tlir lion Ihul be could have coerced ihc incmbcrH of \\\n because tliey tliflcrcd from him on tlito i|ucHiion !N unlcnub lie WIVR able to «mire the reLircniciU uf Sydney Itccnunc he not highly cfTicicul, and of Thurlciw on ihc ground of cun-tuirmcy. lint lo compel useful nnd almost ncc-estiary Ministers like Dmulns or Clfiimlen to retire, when the majority in both IIouscH agreed with them, would havr si:l at dcfmiife all the traditions nf parlinmenlary life.
The criticisms noticed above an- l)ast-d mi ihr an<<ninpliiin lliat Pitt was all-powerful and uuiUl brntl Ihr Cabiiifl and l\ir-liament to his will. This is an rxa^^rniliuii. \Vlicn?, »•* in thr caoe of pocket boroughs and the Slave Tr.nle, inrinlwrH fell tbrlr intercHls ut nuke, they somnoK-ntly ivnistcil the cluirnti »•( his omlory tuul Irmiped into the opposite lobby. The Mriiiih prttplc is itlow to realize its rc.HpuiiHibiliiu'n. but in ihc end it rcsptmdH to them; and in these years of dr.fcitl al Westminster the rfTortu of Clnrkaon, Granvllle Sharp, and other* ^pirad abroad cnnvii> lions which were to assure an ultimate- triumph.
The failure of I'itt to carry the abolition of the Slave Trade or mftlermlly to improve the nmdition of the nqjrnets wan lo Imve a sinister influence on our position in the Wcwt Indie*. While the slave owners and dripper* and their friends al VVrsii-minsicr refused lo budge nu inch, the French Jacobins eagerly•                                        »*                            f                                     a
